Destroying Avalon
Comprehension Questions

1. How is the use of the pseudonym ‘Afriend’ ironic?
2. What is a blog page?

3. What attitudes and values do Avalon’s parents have regarding education and family life?

4. Avalon is anxious about starting at Westerly High School; do you think she has cause for concern? Why/why not? How are new students treated at your school? Does appearance matter? Why/why not?

5. Describe the group of misfits that befriend Avalon.

6. The school is divided by social hierarchy. Complete the table, listing students that have been mentioned so far, add to the list as you read the novel.

	Group A
	Group B
	Group C
	Group Z

	
	
	
	


7. Why does Avalon stretch the truth when she tells her friends about her life in the country?

8. By the end of the hockey tryouts, Avalon describes her first day at Westerly High as, ‘the worst day of my life’. Make a list of events that have brought her to this decision.

9. Describe Sukey’s reaction to Avalon’s knowledge of Animal Farm.
10. Describe Avalon’s reaction to the blog entries she reads. How would you react under the same circumstances?

11. Who do you think is responsible for the blog entries at this point in the story? What would motivate somebody to behave this way?
12. How do Avalon’s new found friends offer their support? Why would they be so compassionate?

13. Avalon checks the blog-ring vigilantly despite the probability that the entries will be upsetting. Why does she punish herself this way?

14. Avalon decides not to confide her problems to her parents, why not? What would you do in her position?

15. Make a list of both physical and emotional reactions that Avalon is experiencing. 

16. What is BITS an acronym of?

17. Why is Marshall victimised by the school bullies?

18. Do you think Marshall is gay? Support your answer with evidence from the novel.

19. Why would Avalon’s friends want to attend Alice’s party even though she treats them badly?

20. Since the bullying, Avalon’s behaviour, language and family relations have deteriorated. Make a list of 10 changes you have noticed.

21. How does Avalon justify her cruel treatment of Ruby?

22. How is Marshall’s response to the bullying different to Avalon’s?

23. Why doesn’t Avalon confide in Ms McKenzie? Would it have helped at this point in time?

24. What happens that finally causes Avalon to tell her parents about the cyber bullying?

25. How unexpected is Marshall’s death?

26. Why does Avalon blame herself for Marshall’s death?

27. What do we learn about the real Marshall from his mother’s speech at the funeral?

28. Avalon has been guilty of judging several people in the novel based on little evidence. Who has she jumped to conclusions about and how has this impacted on her life?

29. Choose three of Marshall’s journal entries and track his emotions and events that led to his suicide. Enter your ideas in the table below.

	Date of Entry
	Format (font, size, style, page format etc)
	Language and style (sentence structure, vocabulary, swearing, repetition)
	Events
	How did this lead to him suiciding?

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


